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for unaccompanied choir SSATB

Ave Virgo sanctissima,
Dei Mater, pissima,

maris stella clarissima:
Salve, semper gloriosa,

margarita preciosa,
sicut lilium formosa,

nitens, olens velut rosa.

Hail the Blessed Virgin, 
Mother of God,
Brightest star,

Hail, ever glorious precious pearl,
Beautiful Lilly,

Fragrant as the Rose.

The chant melody and words for this setting are from a now obsolete Spanish Psalter of circa 1515. 

As an antiphon to the Magnificat it is clearly influenced by the 'Song of Solomon' 
which is a much loved text of the composer and the dedicatee, his mother - 

Elizabeth Wilson (1933 - 2012)
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Thanks be to God
Jeffery Wilson - New York City - July 2013
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